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Message from
the Minister

Germany is committed to science and technology -
and Europe. A commitment made evident through our
unwavering support of the ECMWF and EU programmes
like Copernicus. Our offer represents a significant invest-
ment not just in the ECMWEF, but in the future of mete-
orological science and collaboration in Europe - a critical
necessity in the face of climate change.

We take our responsibility for the ECMWF’s ongoing suc-
cess seriously. Our bid’s primary objective is to strengthen
the Centre’s ability as a major stakeholder for EU pro-
grammes and to secure its position as world leader.

We are convinced that this can be achieved with a new
ECMWEF location in Bonn. Access Bonn at the heart of
Europe: a hub for excellent science and for green politics,
an economic powerhouse with its traditionally inter-
national and cheerful atmosphere. Bonn is a great place
to both live and work.

We propose building an iconic new campus that reflects
the stature of the ECMWEF. The fully furnished buildings
will be constructed to the highest sustainability standards
and offered rent-free with operational costs also covered
for the first five years. The campus features a conference
centre and restaurant, with the option of a kindergarten.
Office space will be tailored to the specific needs of the
ECMWEF and its staff - and, with extra capacity built in,
we hope to see the institution’s responsibility for EU pro-
grammes grow.

We understand that relocating can be an enormous
upheaval, so we want to make the transition as smooth
as possible for everybody involved. Therefore, our bid
includes the reimbursement of staff relocation costs as
well as free support and advice from the City of Bonn
to help families settle in their new town.

Andreas Scheuer, Federal
Minister of Transport and
Digital Infrastructure

Located at the heart of Europe, Bonn is close to a number
of the ECMWF’s key strategic European partners and is
one of Germany’s epicentres of science and technology
research and policy. Our offer for an additional permanent
ECMWEF staff pool will facilitate excellent collaboration
opportunities with the region’s likeminded leading science
organisations.

We are convinced that strengthening the cooperation
between the ECMWF and its Member States is vital to
achieving the strategic research objectives of the EU pro-
grammes. To facilitate the access to Member States’
expertise, we have developed a concept called “Activity
Nodes” in close partnership with the Finnish govern-
ment. If this concept is of interest to the ECMWF and its
Member States, we would be delighted to see it here-
after adopted by the Centre as an optional part of our
proposal.

Our offer is therefore not only about the future of the
ECMWEF, but the many EU programmes that depend on
its ability to continue functioning at the highest levels.
Germany’s political commitment to these aims runs from
the Chancellor down to the municipal level in Bonn.

Whatever choice the ECMWF makes for its future, we
will continue to be by its side and give it our full backing.

Yours sincerely,

Andreas Scheuer
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Access Code -
Four Highlights

of our bid

v U
New ECMWF Campus

Germany is offering to build a new office complex tailored
to the needs of the ECMWF which will feature an iconic
tower, winter gardens, a conference centre including a
lecture hall, a courtyard canteen, and kindergarten. The
campus will be sustainably designed and maintained and
comes complete with furnished office space and state-
of-the-art technology. The new ECMWF campus will be
provided rent-free with operational costs covered for the
first five years. After these five years, Germany will con-
tinue to bear the operational cost of the conference facility.

Interim office accommodation, which includes free access
to conferencing facilities, will be provided rent-free —
next door to the new facility.

' 4

Relocation support

The relocation costs of ECMWEF staff moving to Bonn
will be covered by the government of the State of North
Rhine-Westphalia. Free advice and support from the
city on finding schools, jobs for partners, and housing as
well as dealing with official matters (registration, driving
licenses etc.) will be provided to staff via a dedicated
support office. ECMWE staff will benefit from the city’s
20+ years of experience supporting employees of the
United Nations and internationally active scientific and
research institutions and companies.

8/9

&

Optimal Scientific Synergy

The Rhenish metropolitan area with its world-class
Universities of Bonn and Cologne together with the
Forschungszentrum Jilich and the RWTH Aachen offers
an excellent and comprehensive scientific environment
which has an outstanding potential for synergy and
collaboration for all of ECMWFs research objectives.

The absolute highlight is the recently established Centre
for Earth System Observations and Computational Analysis
(CESOC), which intensifies the long lasting cooperation
in the Bonn region. In the centre of attention of CESOC
is the preparation of a digital Earth model (digital twin).
As such the CESOC can act as a gateway for ECMWF -
to all relevant research networks in the region.

Bonn being the location of numerous United Nation
agencies and NGOs related to climate change and due
its closeness to Brussels offers a unique opportunity
for dialogue with users.

v
Science staff programmes

Germany will fund a number of staff positions to facilitate
the integration of the ECMWF into the surrounding science
landscape. Additionally, the ECMWEF will be supported in
joining the International Faculty Programme and the Joint
Chair Programme of the Universities of Bonn and Cologne.

ACCESS CODE
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Reykjavik (IMO)
g 3h 35min

High-speed rail

With its two main stations, Bonn is
easily reachable by train. From there,
high-speed services connect to nearly
60 cities in Germany and throughout
Europe, including Frankfurt, Berlin,
Hamburg, Brussels, Paris, London,
Amsterdam, Strasbourg, Zurich and
Vienna. Cologne can be reached in

20 minutes with trains running on
average every 15 minutes.

Oslo (MetNo)

g 1h 55min (@]
Tallinn (Ews) Travel by road
g 2h 15min

\

Germany is famous for its Autobahns -
a dense network of highly maintained
motorways that connect the whole
country and extend into neighbouring
European countries. And yes, it’s true,
many stretches of motorway have

no speed limit. You can easily drive to
France, Luxembourg and the Nether-
lands, or Belgium and get to Brussels
in under two and a half hours.

Reading ijk FllghtS

(ECMWF) ’ )
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Connect with Bonn
and the region

A hub for scientific excellence

In Bonn and in its immediate vicinity, three of Germany’s
largest universities are based: the Universities of Bonn
and Cologne, and the RWTH Aachen, as well as many
non-university research centres, such as the Forschungs-
zentrum Jalich. The University of Bonn and RTWH
Aachen are two of the eleven designated German Uni-
versities of Excellence. Among the six excellence clusters
of the University of Bonn three are of special relevance
to the ECMWF - they focus on mathematics, high-
performance computing and agricultural sciences.

The Center for Earth System Observations and Compu-
tional Analysis (CESOC) intensifies established research
partnerships in the Bonn-Cologne-Jilich area with regard
to the physical, mathematical and biogeochemical

12 /13

modelling of the coupled Earth system and its observation.
CESOC can provide an optimum gateway for the ECMWF
to all strategically important working groups in a wide
range of subjects.

A hub for green politics

After half a century as a capital city, Bonn remains
Germany’s second seat of power and the primary location
of six federal ministries. Additionally, various public bodies,
such as the Joint Science Conference which decides
national science policy, have their headquarters in Bonn.
UN bodies on climate change, biodiversity, species
conservation, desertification, and the SDG Action Cam-
paign are located here as well (among many others),
alongside a dense network of NGOs, universities, research

CONNECT WITH BONN AND THE REGION

institutions, and businesses working together to safe-
guard the environment.

Germany’s economic powerhouse

Bonn’s lively startup scene sits alongside its major global
corporations, including DAX top companies Deutsche Post
and Deutsche Telekom and household brands like Haribo.
In fact, jelly babies were invented here in 1922 and the ‘bo’
at the end of Haribo stands for Bonn. The local jobs mar-
ket is robust and varied, with low unemployment and a
demand for skilled workers — mostly in the service sector.
Bonn sits in the federal state of North Rhine-Westphalia,
which last year generated the highest GDP of any state at
€711bn. Cologne, Dusseldorf and Frankfurt are all just a
stone’s throw away. So, if you can’t find your dream job in
Bonn, it’s surely just a short train ride from here.

A city of music and culture

Bonners - famed for their Rhenish cheeriness and
tolerant attitudes — have welcomed newcomers from
about 180 countries to their ‘global village’. Join this
cosmopolitan crowd for a packed calendar of multicul-

tural and traditional festivities, from the Internationales
Begegnungsfest — a street party celebrating Bonn’s
diversity - to Christmas markets and Carnival parades.
As Beethoven’s birthplace, the city is also a pilgrimage
site for classical music lovers and a hotbed of live music.
Get your ticket to a range of special events, including
the Green Juice Festival, Jazzfest Bonn, the Bonner Blues
Festival, the Irish Folk Festival, and the Kunst!rasen and
Panama Open Air summer music festivals.

A beautiful place to be

The Lonely Planet’s best in travel 2020 placed Bonn fifth
in its top ten cities to visit - thanks to its rich history, vibrant
culture, and stunning scenery. Steeped in 2,000 years of
history stretching back to Roman times, Bonn and the sur-
rounding region are a treasure trove of ancient sites and
impressive architecture. The palatial Schloss Drachenburg
is one famous example, which sits on a Siebengebirge
mountaintop and offers stunning views of Bonn and the
surrounding Rhine Valley. And not far from Bonn, the un-
spoilt Eifel region is one of Germany’s hidden gems. Among
the many castles, you’ll find a church in every small town,
grazing pastures next to thick forests, volcanic hills and
crater lakes, plus thermal spas and gentle walking trails.

NNOg SS3D20V 11V



ACCESS SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

An illustration of machine-learning based climate change analysis
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